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The Consejo Obrerc dsl Paragusy, COP, {Workers® Council of Paragumy), whose
affairs were controlled by an Executive Committee which was Commmnist dezidnated,
has been suppresssd by the Paragusyan govermment, and its present limlted
activitisaz are carried om underground, Despite the lack of a decree frcii the
government concerning COP, its headquerterz havs besn raided by the policue, -
and the records of the organization have been seized, The Secretery Gereral

of the Executive Committee, Timoveo Ojeda, an avowad Communist, hae besn Jalled
since early March 1947, along with Antonio Gamerva, Dimas Acosta, Alfredo
Aleorta, and other lsbor leaders. Because of the arrest of 0Jeda, the Commnist
Party was responsible for sppointing "Comrade Gaspar,® whose identity iz unkmown,
as acting Secretary General of COP. A :

Z. Only 43 unions are currenmtly registered with the National Department of Iabor,
wheveas, 11, were registered in November 1946, Of the total of 114 regiotered
unions, 62 were affiliated with COP. The drop in the number of registered
unions is explained by the fact that many of the uniona in the North have bsen
cut off from the capital becsuse of the civil war and by the failure of many
unions to supply & satisfactory list of officers. Alsoc s significent cen~
tributing factor is that the Chief of the Lebor Department is Enrique Volta
Gaone, a militent member of the Colorade Party and the sponsor of a new laber
organization called Organizacion Republicana Obrera (ORO).

3. ORO was founded in the latter pert of 1946 primarily for the purpose of com-
batting Febrerista and Commmmist influemcs in the labor unfona, It is row the
only affilistion of labor unions existing in Peraguzy. However, to beccis &
menber of one of the affilisted unioms it is necessary to establish proc!’ of
merbership in the Colorado Party. As it is a pariy organizatiom, it doss not
heve a broad membership among the ranke of labor.,

4. There has been s sharp drop in the mumber of strikes in the first six meuthe
of 1947, as compared with the lest six months of 1946, The decrease in the
wave of lsbor unrest during this year is attributed by source to the elindnation
of COP from the field of organized labor and the rresent lack of civil llberties
in the country. COP, being Commmist-controlled, was essentially interested
in aglteting and creating strife in the labor movemsunt. Then, too, COP :nd
the Communists furnished many of the labor laanders of the country, all cf
whom are now in jell, in hiding, or have fled the couriry. Labordes nci
dara te strike today bscause of the absence of the right to a writ of hrteas
corpus, engendered by the strong counter moasures taken by the governmsnt
against the plots end outbreaks of violencs in the country.
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